
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, February 1, 2012  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Parks and Recreation office of Town Hall, 75 
Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Chairman John Fontana, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute and Joseph 
LaPorte; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware.  
Excused:  Commissioner Joanne D. Palmieri 
Guest: Matt Wayton, student observer. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Fasulo, to accept the Minutes of the January 
4, 2012 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VISITORS:  
A.  Mike Goralski and Rick Bouchard – Southington Midget Football League.  Mr. Goralski, President, and Mr. 
Bouchard, Vice President, introduced themselves in their new roles with the league.  They asked if the board 
had any questions for them.  Commissioner LaPorte asked how many kids were in the league.  Mr. Goralski 
stated that they have football and cheer and last year they had 283 kids. They have 50 cheerleaders and are 
trying to grow that program.  The numbers are up about 30 from the previous year.  Flag football has six teams.  
They don’t travel; all games are played at Memorial.  At the end of the year the ones that graduate to tackle are 
provided some exposure to travel.  Tackle has several teams – all grades, and they follow AHF (American 
Youth Football) rules.  There is no weight limit; it goes by grade.  There was some discussion about the heaviest 
being an 8th grader probably close to 200 lbs.  They cap the rosters at 36.  There are no tryouts and have not 
turned anyone away.  Most teams have 20-25 kids.  There are minimum plays according to the bylaws of AYF 
and the Shoreline Conference. 
 
B.  Troy Lindsay – Women’s Fast-Pitch Softball Program.  Mr. Lindsay was seeking permission to use a field at 
Panthorn for this new program for women 18 and over.  He coached many years at Panthorn and contacted 
former players who were all interested in playing so he has a team ready.  He would have the required insurance.  
It would be a travel team but there are no tryouts.  They would play teams from Meriden, Cheshire, Wallingford 
and Hamden.  His team is comprised of all Southington residents.  Games would start in June and go through 
September, only on Sundays for now.  Next year would hope to have two games a week.  Registration starts 
February 25th.  He is interested in Field 7 at Panthorn.  It would have to be coordinated with Jim Sarantides.  
They would also need a practice field. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to support the formation of a Women’s Fast-Pitch Softball Program.  
Commissioner LaPorte seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Mr. Lindsay will talk to Jim Sarantides 
and contact Dave Lapreay to coordinate a schedule. 
 
Mr. Lapreay noted that Matt Wayton was in the audience; he is a student studying for his Masters and was 
observing the meeting as part of his studies. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:   
A.  Email from Bob Swanson, Southington Soccer Club.  This was a letter from Bob Swanson giving some 
statistics on enrollment.  Mr. Lapreay also put the national statistics in the packet. 
 
B.  Thank you letter to Dawn Miceli & Michael Domian.  This was the letter sent on behalf of the board 
regarding the ice skating rink. 
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C.  Tommy Poitras re soccer camp.  Mr. Lapreay said he received the letter requested at the last meeting.  He is 
all set.  Dave will check on the certificate of insurance. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that the middle school dance was consistent with the last few – a slight loss.  It is normal.  
He will talk to the board about budget following the meeting to give an update from his meeting with the Town 
Manager.  Someone was hurt at the ice rink two weeks ago due to people playing hockey while others were 
skating.  Hockey is not allowed and Parks Department put up signs.  The Town Attorney is totally against 
hockey playing there; there is no one there to monitor it and people can get hurt. 
 
Boating course with DEP may have to be cancelled if a volunteer instructor is not found, even though it has 
been advertised.  Mr. Lapreay just found out that instructors must be volunteers per state rules, and since they 
are giving the permits, they have control over it.  Dave asked for a list of volunteers but was not given such a 
list.  He will try to find an instructor and will know in a week or two whether the class can be held or has to be 
cancelled. 
 
Open gym program on Sundays at Derynoski has not had good turnout.  He is giving it one more week and will 
make a decision after this Sunday.  Special Needs Programs.  Pam Aldi spoke to Dave about having special 
needs programs through Parks and Rec.  We need to look into more opportunities for that.  She has contacts and 
Dave will look into it in the next month or so.  Also, a kid spoke with Dave about his desire to have the Park 
Board build something for BMX.  Dave explained about funding, etc.  He may come to a future meeting to 
present his idea to the board.  Commissioner Kanute said they have a BMX area at the Y.  The Y is considering 
transportation for those who need it. 
 
Softball rule changes.  If any board member has any changes, please let Dave know.  Bats were mentioned; 
Commissioner Kanute thought we may have to go to wood bats.  Dave said he has the three out-of-towners rule 
and confirmed with the board that the out of town charge would be $50 per player as previously discussed.  The 
rule about not playing for another team is already in there but it will be enforced. 
 
Blue Ribbon Parks Committee had two meetings.  At the last one all the leagues came in and gave information 
on their operations.  Nothing new to report.  In response to a question, Mr. Lapreay said nothing was discussed 
about including anything in this year’s budget. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Fasulo, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the report of the 
Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VISITOR: 
Jim Gugliotti said he is still looking for permission to use baseball fields in town.  He already went to the Board 
of Education and spoke with Sherri DiNello regarding regulations and fees for use of school property.  He asked 
if there was any way he could use the Babe Ruth field.  His 13-year olds team starts in April but he won’t have a 
schedule until the beginning of March.  There was some discussion about what fields might be available on 
various days.  Mr. Gugliotti said they would usually play one home game during the week and one on the 
weekend.  Mike DeFeo said he would try to help him once he gets the schedule.  Mr. Lapreay said he will get 
schedules from all the leagues and be in touch with him to see if it can be worked out. 
 
Chairman Fontana asked Dave to contact George Costanzo regarding his field use in the fall.  He needs to get 
his request in sooner rather than later as has happened in the past. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Michael Manware reviewed the highlights of his written report.  Brush and tree management is in full swing.  
They have completed the pear tree pruning downtown.  It needs to be done annually.  In response to a question, 
Mr. Manware said it takes approximately six weeks using two men to do the work. 
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New globes have been placed on the decorative lights downtown.  Pro Energy bought all new globes so they 
would match.  There are three left to be replaced.  It should eliminate the problem. 
 
Some minor work was done on fencing in the parks.  Holiday breakdown was done, including the flags in 
downtown Plantsville.  An additional storage area was built in the garage; it will probably be added to next year.  
The Crescent Lake trails were completed today; there was quite a bit to do. 
 
Several skating rink signs were put up – parking area, no hockey playing, etc.   
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, seconded by 
Commissioner Fasulo.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
A.  Community Pavilion Fees. Commissioner LaPorte and Mr. Lapreay had a brief conversation about fees.  
Dave said it came up at his budget meeting with the Town Manager.  Garry Brumback is in favor of charging a 
fee which could be used to cover the wages for the Parks employees who would open, close and clean up after 
events held there.  A new line item could be created for it.  Discussion followed on what the cost would be – a 
three hour minimum would have to be paid to the workers.  Mr. Manware said Parks employees are there on 
weekends to open and close the rest rooms.  Commissioner LaPorte was not in favor of charging a fee to use the 
community pavilion unless it was “nominal.”  There was also discussion about charging a deposit and what the 
deposit amount might be.  People have to be responsible when they have a party.  It was agreed that the deposit 
should be a set fee for any function.   
 
Commissioner Fasulo said the board would need to know the cost (for workers) in order to set the fee.  Workers 
are paid time and a half for Saturday and double time for Sunday.  No one wants to discourage people by 
charging too much.  However, most towns do charge fees depending on the number of people.  Dave has 
information he collected on other towns’ fees.  Mr. Lapreay will speak to the Town Manager again and then 
touch base with the board.  We should probably have something in place next month when requests will 
probably start coming in. 
 
B.  Turf Field Update.  Chairman Fontana said the committee is just about ready to present their findings to the 
Town Council on February 27th.  All the questions are answered.  They had three companies make presentations; 
they are all good.  There is another meeting of the committee on February 13 and they will get their presentation 
together.  He suggested that an advisory board be formed to include Dave Lapreay and Eric Swallow to dictate 
rental fees, etc.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by 
Commissioner LaPorte and carried unanimously at 7:45 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


